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Be Informed. Take Action. Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.

Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic
update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to
help improve our schools.

Today’s topics: Testing and Achievement
2005 SAT scores
2005 PACT scores
Vouchers don’t improve student achievement
Improving student achievement: What works

Help us increase our readership

2005 SAT scores.  Recently released 2005 SAT scores show a one-year gain of
10 points in Greenville County Schools’ average composite score (the combined
Verbal and Math score). The average score for South Carolina increased by 7
points, and the nation’s by 2 points.

Over the last five years, Greenville County Schools has increased its average SAT
score by 16 points, while the state’s score has increased by 27 points. This
compares with a national increase of 9 points over five years. South Carolina’s
five-year improvement in SAT scores is the best in the nation for the third year in a
row. Since 2000 South Carolina has reduced the national gap by 18 points.

The average composite score for Greenville County Schools in 2005 was 1015
with the state coming in at 993. The national average score was 1028. This
places South Carolina at 49™ (tied with Georgia) among the states and the District
of Columbia. See the SAT data.

While widely publicized, state rankings using the SAT are not valid because of the
wide variation among states in the percentage of graduates who take the test.
The only nationally administered test that can accurately compare student
achievement from state to state is the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP). See the NAEP data.

PACT scores. The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) is a State of
South Carolina test given to every student in the state in grades 3 through 8 in four
areas: English/Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies.

Scores for each of the tests are rated at four levels: “Below Basic,” “Basic,”
“Proficient” and “Advanced.” Achieving a “Basic” score indicates that the student
has “met minimum expectations” for student performance based on the curriculum



standards, while “Proficient” means the student has “met expectations.”

Independent research has found that South Carolina’s performance standards are
some of the toughest in the nation with our scoring levels set higher than in other
states. Thus a score of Basic on the PACT may be equivalent to a score of
Proficient in other states.

For Greenville County Schools in 2005, the percentage of students scoring
Proficient or Advanced on English and Math tests ranged from 21.6% to 60.6%. In
9 out of 12 areas, more than 30% of students scored Proficient or Advanced. The
percentage scoring Below Basic ranged from 10.9% to 35.6%. In 7 out of 12
areas, less than 25% of students scored Below Basic.

For the state, the percentage of students scoring Proficient or Advanced on
English and Math tests ranged from 23.2% to 57.6%. In 7 out of 12 areas, more
than 30% of students scored Proficient or Advanced. The percentage scoring
Below Basic ranged from 14.2% to 36%. In 7 out of 12 areas, less than 25% of
students scored Below Basic. See the PACT data.

PACT is not a useful tool for determining learning weaknesses of individual
students. To address this, Greenville County Schools has initiated the Measures
of Academic Progress (MAP) testing system, which can be administered multiple
times during the school year. MAP provides immediate reporting of individual
student results that can identify the skills and concepts individual students have
learned and diagnose instructional needs. School Districts across the state are
implementing similar diagnostic testing systems to address this need.

Vouchers will not improve student achievement. Supporters of school
vouchers point to South Carolina’s low national ranking on the SAT as a reason to
implement school vouchers (providing state funding for K-12 students to attend
private schools) in our state. However, the evidence shows that school vouchers
will not improve SAT scores or increase student achievement.

The clearest example is Florida’'s performance on the SAT. Florida has had
school vouchers since 1998 and for the last five years has the worst improvement
in SAT scores of any state in our region. In the last five years, Florida's SAT
score has decreased two points while South Carolina’s has increased by 27
points. Florida is the only state in our region with school vouchers and is the only
state in our region (those testing more than 50% of graduates) that has not
achieved at least a 19-point increase in SAT scores over the last five years. See
the SAT data.

In addition, an overwhelming body of research has determined that school
vouchers do not improve student achievement. After looking at all the evidence
on voucher programs, researchers at Duke, Stanford, Columbia and Princeton
Universities concluded:

1. “On average, there is no significant difference in achievement between
children participating in the voucher programs and those who remain in public
schools.”

2. "Private schools that accept vouchers do not force an increase in quality in
public schools despite strong claims to the contrary.”

Improving student achievement: What works School readiness, early-grade
reading skills and quality teaching are three proven strategies for improving
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student achievement.

Research has clearly shown that school readiness through four-year old
kindergarten (4K) and other early childhood development initiatives will
significantly improve student achievement. In South Carolina four-year old
kindergarten is only available to about 80% of the at-risk children who need it.
Expansion of the 4K program is needed.

A second strategy is to ensure that all children are reading on grade level by third
grade. Research has shown that student success by the third grade is a strong
indicator of student achievement for the remainder of elementary and secondary
schooling. The Four-Blocks framework used in Greenville County Schools is an
example of an initiative designed to address this.

Studies have consistently shown that quality teaching makes a tremendous
difference in student learning. However, every year South Carolina is faced with
an extremely small pool of new teachers in areas such as math and science.
Addressing this need, expanding teacher professional development and improving
teacher training curriculums in state colleges and universities should be a priority.

Please help us reach other people you know! Please send us the names and
email addresses of friends, co-workers, neighbors and fellow PTA members who

would like to receive brief updates on issues facing our public schools. Send them
now.

The quality of our public schools is a community responsibility. Help us reach not
only parents of school children but all those who want to improve our community
by supporting and improving our public schools.

Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend? Get your own free subscription and stay
informed! It's easy. Just click Subscribe .

Who is The Alliance anyway? To find out, click Alliance web site .

What do you think? We welcome your comments and suggestions. Just click
Comments .

Not your cup of tea? To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe .

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public
schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.
NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, P.O. Box
2264, Greenville, SC 29602



