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NEWS

NEWS-ACTION

Be Informed. Take Action. Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.

Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic
update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to
help improve our schools.

Today's topics: Poor condition of our school buses
A replacement cycle for buses is needed
Call our state legislators

Our school bus fleet is old and in poor condition

In South Carolina, the state provides school buses for local school districts
including Greenville County Schools (GCS). Because the state legislature has not
established a replacement cycle for school buses, the state and GCS bus fleets
are old and in poor condition. Here are some facts:

More than 23,000 Greenville County School (GCS) students ride the bus to school.
The average age of GCS buses is 15 years and the average mileage for a bus is 224,263 miles.

Nearly 30% of GCS buses are 20 or more years old. 23 year-old buses with over 350,000 miles
are still in use. Many of these older buses have no heating system.

Nationally, the average age of school buses is 9 years. In Alabama most school buses are less
than 10 years old due to a state-mandated bus replacement cycle and financial incentives to
school districts.

Prison inmates in our state ride on newer and safer buses than our school children.

South Carolina’s school bus fleet is the most polluting in the country spewing hazardous
emissions into the air and contributing to health problems.

In addition to replacing older buses, Greenville County Schools needs 5 to 6 additional buses
every year to keep up with student enroliment growth. The state does not fund additional buses
for growth and thus GCS must keep some of its oldest buses on the road.

On an average day, 2 to 3 GCS buses break down and more than 130 students arrive late to
school because of a breakdown.

Nearly half of the state’s school buses are so old that they lack modern safety features such as
anti-lock brakes, back-up alarms and emergency roof and window exits.

Many buses are so old that replacement parts do not exist or are so hard to get that
maintenance staff are forced to use spare buses for parts.

Go to our website for more information.

OUR VIEW A safe, reliable and cost-effective bus fleet requi  res a replacement cycle.



ACTION

For the safety of our children our school buses should be replaced on a regular cycle.
Older buses are more susceptible to fires and do not meet federal safety standards. Bus
breakdowns force children to stand along busy and dangerous roads.

A reliable bus fleet is an essential part of a quality education system. Our most
disadvantaged and at-risk students primarily ride the bus to school. =~ They cannot make
up the lost class time due to bus breakdowns and they fall further behind. Getting
struggling students to school on time is vital to improving academic achievement.

A bus replacement cycle will reduce the cost to taxpayers because the state pays a higher
price per bus due to a lack of a dedicated bus-buying plan. In addition, our aging buses
have poor fuel efficiency further driving up taxpayer costs.

The Alliance prefers a 12-year replacement cycle. However, the bill coming before the
House this Wednesday (H.3161) includes a 15-year replacement cycle and is the only
replacement-cycle bill under consideration by the House.

Call 3 members of the House of Representatives TODA Y
Take five minutes to call and leave a message with your representative and two others.

Tell them to support House bill 3161 including the school bus replacement
cycle.

Our Local State Representatives (find your representative):

Karl Allen (803) 734-3006 Gloria Haskins (803) 734-2978
District 25 District 22

Bruce Bannister (803) 734-3009 Rex Rice (803) 734-3035
District 24 District 26

Eric Bedingfield (803) 734-2962 Phillip Shoopman (803) 734-3072
District 28 District 18

Harry Cato (803) 734-3015 Fletcher Smith (803) 734-3059
District 17 District 23

Glenn Hamilton (803) 734-3075 Garry Smith (803) 734-3045
District 20 District 27

Robert Leach (803) 734-3107 J. Adam Taylor (803) 734-2990
District 21 District 16

Dwight Loftis (803) 734-3101

District 19

Questions? Call The Alliance at (864) 233-4133.

Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend? Get your own free subscription and stay
informed! It's easy. Just click Subscribe .

Who is The Alliance anyway? To find out, click Alliance web site .

What do you think? We welcome your comments and suggestions. Just click
Comments .

Not your cup of tea? To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe .

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public
schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.
NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, P.O. Box
2264, Greenville, SC 29602






